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Rox. XIII The 25 
of the Firſt Verſe. 


Le every Soul be 2 1 . to 4 
, Higher , Powers. a M 


23928 + Overnment bein a lace! ne- 
Te ceſſary to the Peace hoy * 

6 e neſs of Mankind, that without 

it, we mult in this Life, be of 

77 Creatures moſt miſerable : It is 

no wonder that we find alt thoſe Duties en- 

joyn'd in the Holy Scripture, that contribute 

to the Preſervation and Support of it; that 

Submiſſion and Obedience are fo trialy com- 

manded ; that Refiftance and Rebellion are 'Y 

condemned as the worſt of Critnes, and for= = 

bid under the Pain of Eternal Damnation. 

But yet it is moſt certain, that theſe general 

Threats and Injunctions cannot be of them- 

ſelves ſufficient to preſerve the Government of 

the World unſhaken, and undiſturbed ; > 

A'S 77 3 0 8 


muſt be made as plain to them as the othex 


ver may be fully ſatisfied, who are the pc 
per Objects of their Obedience: It may hap 


God in thoſe Scriptures, which relate to, and 


due: For all the Divine Commands of that 
kind will be otherwiſe very imperfect; and 


_ . culties in this moſt neceſſary Duty. Which 


£ * 
— a 
” 


jets muſt not only know it is their Duty 
Obey, but mutt be alſo taught whom they 
to Obey, who thoſe Perſons are, that de 
their Submiſſion and Obedience. This, 1 


- 


- 4 , 
JIA" 
* 
* 
fe 


and ünleſs it is ſo plain and evident, that al 
Perſons of what Degree or Quality ſa 


pen that our Obedience may be often mu: 
plac'd ; we may ſometimes Obey whom we 
ought to Reſiſt; and at others, Reſiſt tha 
whom we are obliged by the Laws of God 
and Man to Obey. ' ne” | 

The Perſons then that are to be Obeyed in 
the ſeveral Nations of the World muſt be de- 
termined ; and for this Reaſon I conclude, that 


direct the Obedience of Subjects, (ſeeing he 
hath given no Command in vain) hath ſuffi 
ciently declared to whom that Obedience i 


Men left under the greateſt Doubts and Diffi- 
being premiſed, I ſhall now endeavour, by 
God's Aſſiſtance, WI | 


1. Firſt, To explain this general Rale, Let 
every Soul be ſubject to the Higher Powers; 
and to give ſome Reaſons to juſtify the Explica- 


. 


„ | 
II. Secondly, I ſhall confider how the Laws 
and Prattice of this Nation are agreeable to, 
and 8 by the Doctrine of it. 138 
III. Thirdly, 1 ſhall apply what hath been 
ſaid, and ſo, with ſome Motives perſwading 
Men to Obey and be Subject to the preſent Go- 
vernment, conclude, | 


I. Firſt, T am to explain the Command be- 
fore us. And here I think it is very eaſie to 
obſerve, that Subjection is not only impoſed = 
and commanded, but alſo that the Objects of 
it are aſſigned and determined: And if there 
is any Difficulty in theſe plain Words, the 
greateſt muſt be to underſtand, what thoſe 
Powers are which are called the Higher 
Powers. | 

Now that there are ſuch Powers that are 


to be obeyed and ſubmitted to, in every ſett- 


led Government under Heaven, I believe is 
not to be diſputed. - But by theſe I do not un- 
derſtand every bold Uſurper, that by the 
overbearing Power of ſome prevailing Facti- 
on ſhall attempt to thruſt himſelf into the Go- 
vernment of a Kingdom : But one, who, by 
abſolute Conqueſt, 1s ſettled in, or by the ES 
neral ſubmiſſion of any People, is intruſted 
with the Supreme Authority over them. 
And that Governments ſo ſettled are not to be 
diſturbed ; that ſuch Powers ought to be ſub- 
mitted to, ſeems to, me very clear from the 

following 


RR OREN © 
FDF 06 
following Conſiderations. Firſt, Becauſe 1 
cannot. conceive how any other, with any 
Propriety of Speech, can be called the High 
Powers: And Secondly, becauſe the Wordyg 
being underſtood in this plain and obvious 
Senſe are a plain obvious Rule to all'Perfons 
| whatſoever. No one can be ſo ignorant as 
not to know who is the Governour of that 
Kingdom wherein he lives, what the Powers 
are that make the Laws, and who has the 
Execution of them : And when he knows this, 
he immediately knows whom he is to Obey, 
He need not be any great Maſter of Diſtins 
| Qtions, nor be well read (as few Perſons ate 

or can be) in the Hiſtory and Laws of this 
Country: Knowing who has the Sovereignty 
over him, he may be his own Caſuiſt in this 
Matter : His Duty is plain before him, and 
he has nothing elſe to do, but to be faithful 
in the Execution of it. ein 

And fo if the following parallel Texts of 
Scripture were underſtood in their plain, eas 
ſie and natural Senſe, the Subject would be 
{till better inſtructed, and more confirm'd in 
his Duty. St. Peter commands us to Submit 
our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the 
Lords ſake, whether it be to the Kzng as Su. 
Freme; and St. Paul directs Titus to put Mes 
mm mind to be ſubject to Principalities, and 
Powers, and obey Magiſtrates ; and gives this 
genetal Exhortation to Timothy ; I exhort that 
2 Supplica- 
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(7) 
Supplications and Prayers be made for Rings, 
— all that are in Authority : Theſe Texts, 
I fay, will teach every one, that is not preju- 
diced with the ſubtil Iuterpretations of ſome 
unhappy Perſons, whom he is to Obey and 
Submit to; whom he is to pray for as Kin 
or Supreme Governour of his Country. And 
I think, it ought to be no Objection to this 
Interpretation of theſe Texts, that it makes 
the Duty of the Subject too plain and obvi- 
ous : For, if the Rules of our Obedience were 
obſcure and difficult, how would all Perſons, 
that are concern'd in them, and for whoſe 
Direction and Inſtruction they were given, 
be capable of underſtanding them ? . 
Obedience is as much the Duty of the Igno- 
rant as of the Learned, and the Diſobedience 
of the Populacy may be oſten of very fatal 
Conſequence to any Kingdom, or Nation. 


This Duty therefore, and who are the proper 


Objects of it, ought to lie level to the Capa- 
cities of the year Se Perſons; every one 
ought to know whom he is to Obey, that no 
one may pretend Ignorance in à Caſe, which 
is of ſuch vaſt Importance to the Peace and 
Quiet of the World. And this every one 


may ſoon know, if the above: named Texts 


are to be taken in that natural and eaſie Senſe, 
which I have given of them. Whereas, if 

all Subjects were obliged, not only to conſider 
who are their Higber Powers, but who 2 


N ations, but the Salvation of our Souls, muſt 
nin ſome Meaſure depend 2 their Determi 
nations. I 


it was Cæſar's Image and 8. erſcription, and-byl 
of the Government, He 


rendered to Ceſar that Was Ceſar's; but ſee 


a 


Was 


| (3) | 
the beſt Right to be ſo, and to the Goveri 
ment over them; the Subject's Duty would 
be ſometimes full of Doubts and Di culties 
and altho? Obedience is due, and required from 
every individual Subject, w * but Laws 
yers and Stateſmen would oper Judge 
of it; and not only the — — | Welfare of 


The ſecond Reaſon, that perſw-ades me tg 
believe, that by the Higher Powers, no the 
are intended by the Apoſtle, than thoſe that 
are ſetrled in the actual Poſſeſſion of the Gog 
vernment, is, becauſe our Saviour ſeems te 
make no farther enquiry when the Phariſees 
and Herodians came to him to know whes 
ther it were lawful to give Tribute unto: C 5 
far or not? For in that Caſe, without enqus 
ring by what Title Ceſar came to be Govers 
nour of Judea, He bids them bring uo hin 
@ Penny : And when they had told him tha# 


that Anſwer confeſſed his being in Poſſeſſion 

8725 Render um 
Ceſar the Things that are Gager art, and u 
to God the Things that are Gods. From 
whence it is plain that ſomething was to be; 


ing nothing, no Tribute could be que to Ce: 
jor rom the Jews, if OE were not to ſub»: 
mit 


% 
: 
| 4 


n 
that diſcover the greateſt Wiſdom and Men 
in them: Let us conſider then what mighrt 
the Effects of obeying my Text in the Sen 
that I have now given of it. What if ths 
whole World were agreed to be for ever fairly 
ful to thoſe Princes, that are now ſettled 
the reſpe&ive Governments of it? Some King 
and Nations may perhaps, in times paſt, hays 


ſuffered by not obſerving this Rule; but cers 


tainly obeying the preſent Governments mulſ 
eſtabliſh the preſent Peace of the World 
And as long as Men will continue to 0 
the Powers that are, or ſhall be, ſo long wi 
the Kingdoms and Nations of the Eartfi U 
freed from thoſe inteſtine Commotions, that 
are moſt fatal and deſtructive to Communk 
ties. In ſhort, nothing has been of more dif6 
mal Conſequence, than the diſputing the 
Rights of Princes; but it being once detets 
min'd, that all Perſons muſt in all Governs 
ments Obey thoſe that are eſtabliſh'd in the 
Sovereignty over them; this would put ati 
end to all Diſputes of this Nature; when 4 
Government was once ſettled, it would 6 
continue, and never be diſturbed again by Ci 
vil Wars and Tumults, till Meri Tad ot 
this moſt Wiſe and Divine Law, Let every 
Soul be fubjeft to the Higher' Powers. "The 
Mercy of which, in the Senſe that I have now, 
given of it, will be a farther Vindication d 
this Interpretation. For if God hath com- 
. manded 
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cn) 
nded all Nations to be ſubject to thoſe 
Powers that are in poſſeſſion of, and intruſted 


* 


with the Government of them; then all thoſe 


* 


UHreadful Ills may be prevented, that might 


happen to any People, by endeavouring to re- 
_ the — out of the Hands of 
hoſe that are in full Poſſeſſion of it. And it 
is not to be expected, but that theſe ſhould 
be very fatal and deſtructive. The wreſting 
the Scepter out of one Hand, and placing it 
in another, is not ſo light a Matter, as ſome 
Men may vainly and muß eee it; the 
ſtruggle, in all human probability muſt not 
only be attended with a: vaſt deal af Blood+ 
ſhed, and the Ruin and 1 of many 
Families; but, for that dreadful Interval, a 
Government muſt, in ſome Parts of that un- 
happy Nation, be diſſoly'd; the Laws of Ju- 
ſtice and Humanity laid aſide; one part of the 
Country ravaged and plundered by the other; 
whilſt Virtue, Religion, good Manners, and 
Theſe, and far more dreadful Conſequen- 
ces, maſt be expected from all Attempts of 
this Nature. And Subjects, whilſt they might 
perhaps enjoy their Liberties and Religion in 
Peace and Quietneſs under their pieſent Go- 
vernours, obliged to bring themſelves and 
their Country into the moſt diſmal Circum 
ſtances, as often as any other Perſon, that 
B 2 may 


y S 4 


& 2 
may ſeem to have a better Right, ſhall putill 
his Claim for it. God indeed might have 
quired this at our Hands; He might have 
obliged all Nations and Kingdoms to have f 
crificed the Lives of ten Thouſand of the- 
People, and every thing that is dear to them 

to the Intereſt of one Perſon, and to have ſul 
mitted to no Powers but thoſe, who accord 
ing to the particular Laws of their Count 
they were convinc'd, had the beſt Rightvg 
Govern them. But ſure I am, there is 
expreſs Text of Scripture, that impoſes thek 
ſevere Duties upon us: And ſeeing Govern 
ment was not inſtituted for the aggrandizing 
ſome few particular Perſons in the World 
but for the Uſe and Benefit of Mankind, and 
God hath ſo oſten declared, that he require 
Mercy and not Sacrifice; we ought tb intei 
pret all thoſe Scriptutes relating to the G0 


vernment of the World in that Senſe and 
Meaning which makes moſt for the Pea@ 
and Quiet of it. And if Men would but give 
themſelves time to read, and conſider, whit 
have been the diſmal Effects, in this and othet 
Nations, of unſettling and. breaking in upos 
the Governments of them for the' ſake 
thoſe who' have been thought to have the be 
Title to the Crown; they will believe that 
no Law could be fuller of Mercy to Mankind 
in general, than that which permits, nay obs 
liges People to ſubmit to their prefent.GoveÞ 
=_ 7 « & nours. 


(13) 
gurs. And this is a third Reaſon that 'in- 
es me to believe that this is the true intent 
ad meaning of the Words before us. And, 
the Senſe that I have given of them hath 
ppeared to be neither forced nor intricate, 
ut plain, natural, and of general Uſe and 
Direction, . agreea ble to our Saviour's Deter- 
ination in the Caſe of paying Tribute unto 
Kſar, and demonſtrates this Law to be full 
df Wiſdom: and Mercy, anſwering all tlie 
nds of Government: I hope, what hath been 
nſiſted on, concerning our Obedience to the 
Powers that are, will not be eſteem'd any 
new Doctrine, or unworthy of the moſt fairh- 
ul Subject. Had it been for ever obſerv'd; it 
had for ever ſecur'd Kings and Princes, and 
their Heirs after them, 1 in Poſſeſſion of their 
Kingdoms: And if it be obſerv'd ſor the Fu- 
ture, it will, more effectually, than any other 
Rule can do, provide for the Peace of the 
World, and maintain the Government of i it. 
* ſo1 ſhall conſider under my en 


l. Second Head, How far the Pratiice 
avs Laws of this 72 1 have been agreeable 
» and are > opted this Doctrint. And, | 


I. Firſt, It. muſt be adknowledg'd by all 
. that are in any Degree act Wellteh 
with our Exgliſb Hiſtory, that, notwithſtand. 
ing the Crown from the very beginning of 


Kingly 


| ſubmit to them as Kings; whatever was tha 


Pen 


(14) : of 
Kingly Government among us, has bees 
feem'd Hereditary ; yet whenever any Peri 
have got into the Poſeſſion of the Throne, thalf 
conſtant Practice of this Nation has been, i 


Title to the Crown, they were enroll'd;a 
mongſt the Kings of this Realm, were ag 
 Kknowledg'd both at home and abroad; ang 
their Treaties with foreign Princes, eſteem 
as Sacred, and their Laws to be of equal Ay 
thority with thoſe that were enacted by any 
of our Hereditary Kings. This, I fay, ha 
been the conſtant Practice of the People 
this Nation; and I think it is thereby fully 
declared, what were their Opinions in Ma 
ters of Government. That tho! it ever was ti 
defire of this People, that the Crown ſhoult 
deſcend to the next Heir; yet they cou 
that the Higher Powers, in this, and all'& 
ther Nations, ought to be ſubmitted to, an 
obeyed: And therefore; notwithſtanding an 
private Laws of this Kingdom, determining 
the Succeſſion of the Crown, they always 
_ conformed themſelves to this General and 
Apoſtolical Rule, Let every Soul be ſubject ta 
the Higher Powers. : 1. . 
And I think it is not to be doubted, . but 
that very Ancient Maxim, pleaded by all. our 
Judges: above 200 Years ſince, as a knowl 
ſtated Rule in Government, [ viz. The Criwas 
takes away all Stops and Defects in Blood] 
Was 


9 : 
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(15) 8 
7as built upon the ſame Principles. That it 
as not owing, as ſome may imagine, to 
te Corruption and Flattery of Courtiers and 
ateſmen, but was indeed declarative of that 
reat and Religious Regard which our Fore- 
thers had ſor their Higher Powers; that 
ey acknowledged the Sacredneſs of the 
ingly Office in this Nation, by confeſſing 
ze Crown, that Enſign of it, demanded their 
bedience without any Exceptions to the Ti- 
2 of him that poſeſſed it. 1 ee 
And as this Maxim, and the Practice of. 
aſt Ages ſhew, what were the Sentiments of 
We ancient Inhabitants of this Nation; fo 
ey have more fully declared it by expreſs 
Qs of Parliament. For in the 11th Lear of Hen. 
the I | ax} Pugs Act —— — 
dt Only provides | 
oſe that ſhould therefore — Prince | 
d Sovereign for the Time being, againſt 
y Rebellion, Power or Might whatſoever ; 
t alſo calls this their True Duty of Allegi- 
ce. The Spirit of which Law, my Lord. 
hief Juſtice Bacon fays, was certainly Pious 
d Noble; And, if we will take the Opini- 
of my Lord Clarendon; who acknowledg- 
my 8 AE * Time; 
of Ki es the Firſt; who, referring 
to the C Conſideration. of the People of Eng- 
nd, fays, that his good Subjects may read 
with Comfort ; or, after theſe, of my Lord 
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| Keeper Bridgeman; ; who confeſſes; the Eu 
of the ſame Statute, at the Tryal of the ft 
gicides; it muſt be confeſſed, that this 
was not repealed in the Reign, of Kan 
James the Firſt, as is pretended by ſome 
{ons in the Caſe before us. 
And then what can the meaning of "li 
be? Or why ſhould theſe Great Men fa 
in their Generations, and who: liv\d u 
Reigns of thoſe Who had the moſt undoubyt 


Titles to the Crown,? Nay, why ſhould to 
- Blefſed Martyr himſelf, fo ' much; app. 
of a Law, encore Perſons, to, fight ( 
the King in Poſeſſion, again{t; any gi 
whatſoever ? Unleſs they thought it moſf ch 
greeable to the Directions of Holy Script 0n 
and the very ends of Government, that an 
Princes, entruſted with the Execution fat 
ſhould be obeyed and ſupported. without an 
Reſerve whatſoever.  : - ,, i, ob 
And that the ſame Doctrinę obtain d T. 
this Kingdom, long before the Reign of Hell ſoc 
ry the VIIth is plain, becauſe the Treaſi th 
mentioned in the Statute of Treaſon, made ty 
the 25th Year of Edward the IIId, can be c m. 
mitted only againſt the King in Poſeſſion, ¶ in 
appears from the Opinions of Sir Edu ry 
Cook, and Lord Chief Juſtice Hale. Am na 
is moſt certain, that no other Perſon could to 
intended in that Statute ; becauſe a: AO! 
When that Act was made, never kn oy 1 
1 | ay tle 


C17) 26! 

other King than the Prince on the Throne, 
nd no ſucceed ing Parliaments have made any 
other Interpretations of it. 8 
Reſiſtance then, of the King in Poſſeſſion, is 
igh Treaſon, according to the ancient Sta- 
cute Law of this Kingdom. 188 
And now if we conſider, on the one Hand, 
thoſe Laws, by which the Imperial Crown of 
this Realm is made Hereditary ; and on the 
other hand, thoſe that direct our Obedience 
to MI Rings whatſoever, when they are in 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne; it muſt be allowed 
( altho? it was the firſt Intention of our Le- 
giſlators, that the Crown ſhould deſcend to 
the next Heir; yet conſidering the Revoluti- 
ons and Changes, this and all other States 
and Kingdoms are ſubje& to) they have made 
farther Proviſion for the Government of it, 
and have cut off all Pretences to Rebellion, by 
obliging all Perſons, under the Pain of High- 
Treaſon, not to reſiſt the Regal Power, who- 


they have done all that any Human Authori- 
ty could do, for the Peace and Good Govern- 
ment of the People ; prevented, as much as 
in them lay, by making the Crown Heredita- 
ry, the fatal Conſequences of an Elective Mo- 
narchy ; tho? they have not taken upon them 
to declare, That no other Perſons ſhould be 
Obeyed in this Kingdom, but thoſe that come 
to the Crown according to the Hereditary Set- 
tlements of it. C Na- 


ſoever is invaded with it. And by ſo doing, 7 


Nations may ſettle. what Forms of Gov 


on Earth would be obliged to ſubmit to them 


One to puniſh Vice and reward Virtue ; 


| beſt Right to it? This certainly could never 


that had the Good of any Nation at Heart, 
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ment they pleaſe, and make Laws directs 
what Perſon or Perſons ſhall have tlie Ad 
{tration of it: But no Laws muſt be ena 
that may in any publick Caſe whatſoever bg 
deſtructive of all Government. Such Laws 
would be in themſelves void, and no Nation 


i 9 
6 J 


Government muſt be preſerved in the World, 
But could this always be, was the Obedience 
of the Subject fo infeparably tyed to One Fas 
mily, and to One particular Perſon in it, that 
as Often as the Right Heir was diſpoſſeſs d of 
the Throne, there muſt be then no King in 1þ 
rael; no One to execute or enact Laws; 0 


the Sovereign Power (which perhaps might 
never be) was reſtored to Him that had thg 


be the Intention of any Legiſlature : No Ong, 


would render the Government of it: ſo precas 
rious.z or make it a ſtanding Law in any Kings 
dom, that all Government ſhould ceaſe, as of- 
ten as the Right Heir was excluded from it, 
Neither would the Caſe be much better a- 
mongſt us, if the Obedience of Subjects was 
ſo Diſcretionary, as ſome Perſons imagine it to 
be under our Non-Hereditary King; ſeeing & 
very Diſſatisfaction would then run them into, 
Rebellion, and fill the Nation with, Rod a0 


„ . 
And therefore we ought to accept it witli 
ll Thankfulneſs, that God hath provided bet- 
er for the Peace of the World, that by One 
general Law, Superior to all National or Hu- 
an Laws, he hath obliged all People and 
anguages, to obey the Powers that are ſett- 
d in the Governments of the World: And: 
he Wiſdom of this Nation hath bound the 
ame Duty upon us; declaring it (notwith- 
tanding the Hereditary Succeſſion of the 
rown ) to be our true Duty of Allegiance 
o ſerve the King for the time being; nay, 
hat all Reſiſtance againſt him is High Trea- 
on. And this ſhall ſuffice to ſhew, how far 


e Laws and Practice of this Kingdom have 
it een agreeable to, and are ſupported by, the 
ockxrine of the Text, according to the plain 
8 nd obvious meaning of it. 3 
III. I hl now, in the laſt Place, af 4 
bat hath been ſaid upon this important Sub- 


ct, and, with ſome Motives perſwading Men 
o Obey, and be Subject to the preſent Govern- 
ent, conclude, And, oh 


I. Seeing both the Laws of God and this 


ation do oblige us to Obey the Higher Pow- 
I, that are intruſted with it; it is very evi- 
ent that our Obedience is due to His preſent 


ajeſty King GEORGE. For as the Kingly | 
r Higher Powers are now in Him, and Him 
Cs: only; 


\ \ a 2 
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only; as He, and no One elſe, is Suprem 
Governour of this Kingdom; to reſiſt Him 
to reſiſt an Ordinance of God committed 
Him, and to Rebel not only againſt our M 

dern Laws, but the ancient Statute Laws 
this Kingdom. For as our Laws, Cuſtom 
and Uſages have determin'd the Succeſſion 
the Crown to the next Heir, ſo they hay 
and do direct our Obedience to Him that 
min Poſſeſſion of it. The fame Power thal 
made this Kingdom Hereditary, hath all 
made it the Subjects Duty to Obey, the Kang 
for the Time being. So that if the Laws 
this Land ought to be as much regarded 
one Caſe as in another, we ought to make 
much Conſcience of Obey ing a Non-Hereditz 
ry, as an Hereditary King; ſeeing the Leg 
ative Power, which gives to the One a Rig 

to the Crown, gives to the other a Right 
our Obedience, when he is poſſeſſed of it. 
And if it is our Duty to yield faithful ani 
true Allegiance to King GEORGE, it 1 
much more our Duty to Pray for Him, ail 
the Succeſs of His Arms. For, he that is 
be Obeyed as King, is to be prayed for 
King, according to St. Pauls Exhortatio 
I exhort, that Supplications, Prayers, Interce 
fions, and giving of Thanks be made for 8 
Men; for Kings, and all that are in Auth 
ty; that we may lead a quiet and pracedl 
Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, For 5 


Wi (21) | 

ſays he) is good and acceptable in the fight of 
„Saviour, 1 Tim. 2. 1,2,% 
088 Indeed, when we conſider what Perſans 
re ſuſpected to be engag'd in this Fatal Re- 
vs clin ; that ſome of them are not only our 
0 ountrymen, but Men that have been them- 
n elves, and their Families before them, a Sup- 
lav DC * and Or na ment of this poor diſtracted 
Church and Nation; one cannot ſo much as 
think of their Ruin and Overthrow without 
ſome Regret, and ſecret Grief for them. But 


5 they oblige Men, not only to treat their 
di Friends and -Acquaintance, but ſometimes 

their very Relations, as Enemies, and to turn 
di their Arms and Prayers againſt them. | 
_ Laſtly, That we may be better diſpos'd to 
bear Faith and true Allegiance to our Sove- 
reign Lord, Let us remember that the Per- 
ſon, who is the Caule of all this Diſtraction 
and Deſolation in this Kingdom, ſtands ex- 
cluded from all Right to the Government of 
it, by ſeveral expreſs Acts of Parliament, made 
ij in the Reigns of King William, and our late 
208 oft Gracious Queen. That the Validity and 
tion Obligation of thoſe Laws, are by ſome. Per- 
1e {ons diſputed, is not to be denied. But if all 
„other Laws, made in thoſe Reigns, will be 
for ever binding to the Subject, till they are 
repeab'd in a Parliamentary way (as they muſt 
be according to this Conſtitution ; ) why muſt 
5 not 


\ 


ſuch is the ſad Neceſſity of all Civil Wars ; 0 


not theſe, relating to the Succeſſion of the 
Crown ? If King William and Queen Age 
' . were indeed King and Queen of this Nation, 
ſoever they are, muſt be own'd and acknows 
of the Law, why were we commanded ty 
Obey them as ſuch ? Why was it our Duty # 


the Higher Powers in this Nation, did the 


ſuch a full and entire Obedience to a ſort of Th 


that could not anſwer the Neceſſities of G& 
vernment, by making any Alteration in the 


they are Kings in the Eye of the Law, they 
- ought to be ſo in ours alſo ; and therefore that 
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then the force of their Laws, of what kind 


ledged : And if they were not io in the Ex 


ſerve them in their Wars ? Why was it High 
Treaſon to refiſt them? Nay, why, as being 


Law of God enjoin our Subjection and Suh: 
miſſion to them? To have been bound to yield 


tular, half Kings, (a Diſtinction not to be 
found in our Laws, or Hiſtory) to Perſons 


Settlement of the Crown, upon the greateſ| 
Emergencies, had been a Hardſhip and Im- 
poſition too great to be ſuſpected in this Cons 
ſtitution. TE | ot 

So that in ſhort, all the Arguments that] 
have hitherto inſiſted on, to prove that the 
Law of this Land doth require a full, entire 
Obedience to the King for the time being, do 
alſo prove their Ligiſlative Power, that ſeeing 


the Act of Settlement, ſo often repeated and 
confirm'd by Parliament in the late Reigns, 
| ought 


— T7 ” 


(23) 
ught to be eſteem d as firm as any human Autho- 
ty could make it. * | 3 
And 1 think we have the greateſt Reaſon to a- 
ide by this Settlement of the Crown, when we 
pnſider that the Perſon pretending to a better 
ight to the Government, has been educated in, 


d now profeſſeth the Romiſh Religion; a Reli- 


eon ever intent upon the Ruin of this Church, 
Religion to which all our Sectaries of Presbyteri- 
, Independants, Quakers, Anabaptiſts were ori- 
h inally owing, and hath been ſo often ſtain'd in 
s Nation, with the Blood of Martyrs and Con- 
ug ors. And therefore tho' ſome might flatter 
the emſelves, that he whom they would make King 
uh 11 turn Proteſtant; yet I ſuppoſe it will be al- 
ell vd, that what may be, may not be, he may 
Ir change his Religion, but entail upon this 


ingdom a long Succeſſion of Popiſh Heirs after 
m; and what then is the Attempt to make him 
ing, but putting our Holy Religion in the 
eateſt Hazard, and venturing it into the Hands 


he thoſe, that are by Principle the moſt avowed 

ell Nnemies of it? 2 * BY 

m But after all, let us remember that all our Dan- 
r is not from Papiſts, no, we are ſurrounded 


ith Enemies on every Side, the whole force of 


te Diſſenters, (tho? they can ſcarcely agree in any 
fe ing elſe) is united againſt us, and ready to im- 
ire ere every Opportunity, to reproach the Mi- 
10 ſtry, to condemn the Doctrines and Diſcipline 

0 BF this Church. That our eſtabliſh'd Church hath 


NS out many a Storm, and long withſtood the 
e gaves of Popery and Fanaticiſm, is to be indeed 
at member'd with all Thankfulneſs, but ought not 
nd WF make us ſecure againſt the Attempts of one, 


_=_ | or 
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PE i: „. „ 
or the orhet; or By out Rives of NT: 
verſaries that appear to be leaſt formidable: 4 4 

Would we behave our ſelves as Church of 
gland Men, every Alarm of ange dacht tal 
us upon our Guard; to unite us Mere Arme 
gether, and ſtir us up to a more tri adher 
to the Intereſt and Boctrine of out Church 
no Jealouſies or Fears, no threatening Da ö 
can juſtify any unwarrantable Means of out 
ſervation, or make us forget dür Duty ro 
and the King. When out angers and Diſtal 
increaſe upon us, and Fear is on every Side; 
it is that we ought to rene our t 
humble our ſelves more and more undet the 
of our n. and thoſe of this very wicked 
tion. ee and Tears are allſthe Arms of 
vate Chri ians, and human Means of oh 
tion muſt be left to thoſe- higher Powers, 
have the Government over us. 


All therefore that we have tö 40, de 
preſent I Dangers, is, to cty mightilll 


is God for Mercy; it may be, tho” God 
| ſuffer'd the Sword to enter, he will riot bid 499 
through the Land, it maybe ſooh hearh'd ; 
and all our Alarms end in Peace and getan N 
But it is not the Arm of Fleſh, nor t e ing 1 
perate Zeal of Parties, that can procure, chef 
eſtimable Bleſſings, they. maſt proceed from 
God of Peace, reconciled to this ſinful Natia 
the Prayers and Interceſſions of good Ohe 1 
And I am perſwaded, no one will at this 
be found a better Friend to his 7 his N 
and his Country, thaitt 


devout e N 


